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Intended for the neophyte user of the law collection 
of Love Library at San Diego State University, this guide introduces 
the najor reference books which enable users to work with statutory 
and case law. Each of the law reference tools in the library 
collection is described in terns of basic content and format, plus 
call nuiber. Instructions are given for using the work and 
jtQppleaentary resources. Section 1 of the guide covers statutory and 
ddoinistrative law of the United States governaent, the state of 
California and local ordinances. Section 2 describes the reference 
tools to be used in studying case law, including official law reports 
of the federal governaent and California, unofficial case reports, 
digests, and digest tables. Other legal reference tools, such as 
dictionaries, periodical indexes, directories, and research handbooks 
are also described. A title index and table of standard legal 
abbreviations is provided. (SL) 
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PREI^CE 

Law is a field which at one time or another is important to 
all of us. Yet finding and understanding the law as it affects 
a given subject- -city planning, social welfare, or business adminis 
tration, for example- -is a difficult task for the uninitiated. 
Individuals, both as professionals and as citizens, can benefit 
from knowing where and how to find the specific laws . 

This study guide was written for those patrons of Love Library 
who, altliough not students of the law, must use legal materials in 
studying fields related to law. Hopefully, it will help them to 
find their way in this important field which, though complex, is 
comprehensible. 
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A S'lUDY GUIDE \m USE WITH THE LAW BOOKS OF LOVE LIBRARY 
SAN DIECX) STATE UNIVERSITY 



Introduction 



For the librarian and the library user alike, the law is undoubtedly 
one of the most cojiplex and confusing areas o£ research, Legal bibliography 
is unique in many respects; some of the most essential tools for the stu^y 
of law have no counterparts in other fields. Consequently, terms such as 
"digest," "report," "treatise," iuid "Shepardize" can overwhelm an individual 
who has no previous experience with law books. This study guide is intended 
for the neophyte user of the law collection of Love Library, San Diego State 
University, It is not an exhaustive guide to legal research; users with more 
complex needs should consult one of the guides mentioned in section II -H. 
This study guide will not deal with the bibliography of legal specialties 
business law, tax law, or international law, for exanple--nor will it discuss 
treatises or textbooks dealing with specific aspects of the law. Instead, it 
will be limited to a presentation of two fundamental types of lav;, statutory 
and case law, and of the major tools enabling users to work with them. 

Statutory law is the basis of our legal system; it consists of constitu- 
tions and the acts of legislatures and rule-making authorities— statutes, 
regulations, ordinances, etc. Case law, on the other hand, is the vast body 
of reported judicial decisions. The two types of law are closely interrelated, 
since statutory law is subject to interpretation by the courts. Indeed, it is 
never enough to know what the statute or regulation says; one irust also determine 
what the courts have deteimined that it means in a given instance. 

The law is a unique combination of stability and change. Stability is 
reflected in the doctrine of stare decisis, "to abide by, or adhere to, decided 
cases" ( Black's Law Dictionary, 4th ec. . p. 1577) . Thus, lawyers rely heavily 
on precedent both in persuading the court and in predicting the outcome regarding 
a case in question. One of the strongest arguments a lawyer can make in court 
is to present a "case in point, on all fours"- -one nearly identical to his, and 
decided in a way which would be favorable to his client. On the other hand, 
change is constantly occurring in the law. Constitutions are amended; statutes 
and regulations are added, amended, and repealed; decisions are appealed and 
frequently reversed; and cases once cited as authority are declared no longer 
valid for that purpose. Since the status of legislation and cases is constantly 
changing, law books must reflect this fact. It is not enough to find a relevant 
statute or case; one must also determine whether or not it is still valid. For 
this reason, nearly all law books have annual pocket parts or other SLqpplements 
to update their contents. The user should routinely turn to the back of a code 
or digest to be certain that he is getting the most i^-to-date information. 
Collections of case reports generally have "advance sheets" which provide for 
rapid publication of the latest cases. In all instances, it is very inportant 
to check the date of information derived from law books. 
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Abbreviations are a source oi' confusion to users of law books. Most 
of the major sets have' standard abbreviations w'nich are used in citing them. 
The description of each item included in this study guide indicates its 
standard abbreviation; in addition, there is a more complete list of abbre- 
viations given on pages 46-47, 

The remainder of this study guide is devoted to a description of Love 
Libraiy's holdings in statutory and case law materials, and to a presentation 
of reference works and other special aids for the non- professional user of 
law books. 
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BEST m MMLABll 



I. STATUIORY AND ADMINISlllATIVB LAIV 



A. cmsTnirrioNS 

The constitution of a nation or state is the foundation upon which all 
other types of law depend. The basic text of the U.S. Constitution can be 
found in many publications --handbooks, encyclopedias, almanacs, textbooks, 
etc. For more detailed infoiimation about the Constitution, including inter- 
protation of a specific section by the Supreme Court, consult: 



KF Ths Constitution of the United States of America ; Analysis and 
4528 Interpretation . .TT'repared by tHeTegislative Reference 

Ui Service, Library of Congress. Washington, U.S.G.P.O., 1964. 

1964 

Ref An annotated edition of the Constitution with references to 

or Supreme Court cases which have interpreted the basic document. 

Government as well as explanations of the principles underlying the deri- 

Publications sions. Also presents acts of Congress, state laws, and local 

(Serial Set provisions v^ich have been found unconstitutional, and Si^reme 

no. 12558) Court decisions which were later overruled. Incliides a table 

of cases and a subject index. 



The California State Senate publishes the folloi^ing edition of the U.S. 
and California Constitutions: 



KFC Constitution of the State of California and o£ the UjS,. and 

681 Other Documents . Sacramento, Calixomia SFate Print . utf . 

A2 

Ref Presents the constitutional history of California, as well 

as the document itself. Also includes documents such as the 



Magna Carta, Mayflower Compact, and Articles of Confederation. 

West Publishing Company has prepared an annotated edition of the California 
Constitution: 

KFC West's Annotated California Codes : Constitution of tiie State 

30 o FtalifornTa . St. Paul, West Pub. Co. 

W42 

Ref Annotations include references to federal and state cases inter- 

preting sections of the Constitution, and citations to law 
reviews, digests. Opinions of the Attorney General, and the Corpus 
Juris Secundum . Updated by annual pocket parts . The index tor 
West's Annotated California C odes covers this set; there is also 
a separate index for the Constitution only at the end of volurc 3, 

For finding the texts of constitutions of other states, as well as for 
conparing similar provisions in various jurisdictions, a good source is Columbia 
University's Constitutions and the accompanying Index Digest : 
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JK Columbia University. I.e«islativo Drafting Research Fimd. 

1^ Cons ti tut jons of the United States, National aiid State. 

NcvvTorr; i%2. — ~"~ 



Ret 



Presents current texts of the constitutions of the U.S. and 
each of the fifty states. A history and source notes accon?)any 
each text. 
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•JK . . Index Digest of State Cons titut ions . 

18 ~ — 

1959+Supp. The index enables the user to find and coiipare appropriate 
Ref sections of the U.S. and state constitutions. It is arranged 

by major titles in alphabetical order, and then by subtopics. 

It is possible to trace the Constitution of the U.S. or of a state through 
its various forms in the following work: 

KF Thorpe, Francis N. The Fede ral and State Constitutions, Colonial 

4^>30 Charters , and Other OrgariiFlaws of the^States , Territories ^ 

T5 and ColonieT ^low or Heretofore~Fonning the United States 

1968 g Omerica . Washington , U . S . G . P . 0 . , l9U5~(l![5piI5Tished by 

Ref Scholarly Press, Crosse Pointe, Mich., 1968). 

Presents documents going back to the time of Columbus. Arranged 
alphabetically by state or territory, this work includes all 
charters and constitutions which have been valid in a given 
jurisdiction, as well as all amendments. Coverage to 1909 only. 
Topical index. 

To find the constitution of a foreign nation, consult: 

K Peaslee, Amos J. Constitutions of Nations . Rev. 3d ed., 

1 prepared by Dorothy Peaslee Xp^iT, Hie Hague, Martinus 

P43 Nijhoff, 1965. 

1965 

Ref English translations of constitutions of the nations of the 

world. Arranged by continents rather than alphabetically, the 
text also gives information about each nation and its organization. 

B. STATUTES 

1. Federal Statutes 

The U.S. Congress enacts both Private and Public Laws. Private Laws 
affect specific individuals or groups; Public Lavys are ttiose which affect 
the general public. Laws passed by Congress are first published as slip 
laws, leaflets which present each law in its final, official foim. The 
slip laws can be found in the Department of Government Publications under 
this classification number: GS 4.110. They are also published unofficially 
in U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News (described on page S) . 
The slip laws, both Public and Private, for each session of Congress are 
permanently bound together in: 
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BEST copy: available 
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statutes at Large . Ahhreviatum: Stat. 

Includes concurrent resolutions, Proclamations of the 
President, Constitutional amendments, and reorganization 
plans, as well as Private and Public Laws. Each volume 
contains a list of bills enacted into law. Citations in 
the margins refer to sections of the U.S. Code or Statutes 
at Large affected by the new law. 

The slip laws and Statutes at Large are presented in chronological 
order. For a subject approach""to federal law, the user should consult 
the LLS^ Code . The Code is arranged by subjects into 50 titles. Some 
of the titles have been enacted into law (those marked with an asterisk 
in a list at the front of each volume of the official edition) . For the 
remaining titles, the relevant portions of the Statutes at Large are the 
primary legal authority. The official edition of the Coge is: 



Government 
Publications 
GS 4.111 



Government United States Code . Washington, U.S. G. P.O. 

Publications JEbreviation: U.S.C. 

Y4.J89/1 

UN 3/3 Includes the texts of the Declaration of Independence, 

the Articles of Confederation, tlie Constitution, with an 
analytical index, and the Ordinance of 1787. There is 
a detailed table of contents for each title, as Well as 
a general index for all 50 titles. An "Index of \cts 
Cited by Popular Names" refers the user to both Stat. 
and U.S.C. citations from the popular name. Tablei~shcw 
the location of Statutes, Executive Orders, Proclama- 
tions, and Reorganization Plans in the Code . A new 
editici of the Code appears approximately every 6 years; 
annual supplements update it until a new edition appears. 

The library also has ari annotated edition of the U.S. Code ; 

KF Unit ed States Code Annotated . St. Paul, West Pub. Co. 

62 Abbreviation: U.S.C. A. 

U8 

W4 Includes the basic text described above, as well as 

Ref citations to relevant federal and state cases. Opinions 

of the Attorney General, and a legal encyclopedia. Corpus 
Juris Secundum . Historical notes , cOTmentaries , and 
notes explaining changes in the law also accompany the 
U.S.C.A. . The historical notes indicate changes affected 
in federal regulations by statutory amendments- -transfers 
of functions, etc. --and cite the affected section of 
the Federal Register . 

A valuable acccnpaniment to these works containing federal law is: 



KF U.S. Code Congressional and Admin: strative News . 

48 

W4 Hie News provides verbatim copies of Public Laws, Congres- 

Ref sional conmittee reports. Presidential Proclamations and 

Executive Orders, federal court rules, and administrative 
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rules and regulations. Issued twice monthly when Congress 
is in session, it is m unofficial source for the slip 
laws (as indicated above) , llie bound volumes include 
an alphabetical list of laws, House and Senate roster 
and committee liPts, tables for reference to Stat , and 
U.S.C. and a subject index, 

Calif omia Statutes 

'Yhe statutes and codes of California follow the same general publi- 
cation pattern as does federal legislation- -paperbound issues; bound 
volumes of statutes; and codes, The official editions of California laws, 
however, are not as complete or up-to-date as are the editions prepared 
by private publishers; users can get more reliable and more current 
information from privately published codes and legislative services. 

After bills have been passed in botli houses of the California 

Legislature, signed by the governor, and filed with tlie Secretary of 

State, they are assigned Chapter numbers. The Qiapters for each legis- 
lative session conprise the session statutes. 

The official edition of the statutes passed by each session of tlie 
legislature is: 

Government Statutes of Califoi-nia and Digests of Measures . 

Publications 

L325 Includes text of the California Constitution as amended 

(year) with dates of changes, additions, and deletions; list 

of state and federal officers; tables of laws, resolu- 
tions, and proposed constitutional amendments giving 
Chapter number, bill number, and author; conplete 
text of all statutes, code amendments, resolutions, 
and proposed constitutional amendments for the session; 
index to the statutes; and the Summary Digest (described 
below) , During the legislative session, paperbound 
compilations of Chapters are published; they are shelved 
with the bound volumes in the Department of Government 
Publications. 

For summaries of measures passed in a given session and updating 
of the Statutory Record (described below) consult: 

Government Summary Digest of Statutes Enacted and Resolutions Adopted , 

Pub.1 icat ions -r^.^rr^rr^. — — — r ^ ^ j 

L400 
S85 
(year) 



L400 tor^ 
S85 Legislature. 



TncTuding Proposea Constitutional Amendments and gtatiF 
tory Record. Compiled by Legislative Counsel, California 



Published both as a separate issue and, since 1967, as 
part of the Statutes of California and Digests of Measures . 
Gives a briet summary, arranged by Chapter numoers, of 
laws enacted and constitutional amendments and resolutions 
adopted. Cross reference tables refer users from bill 
or resolution number to Chapter number. Includes a 
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subject index. Another feature is tl\e supplement to 
the Statutory Rec ord (next entry) , presenting all legis 
lative Changes since publication of the last Record 
volume . 



To find changes in the laws of California, consult the Statutory 
Record and its supplements . 



Government 

Publications 

L325 

SR 



Statutory Record . (Not in library) 

Supplements: 1933-48, 
1.949-58. 
1959-68. 

Provides a history of legislation from 1850 to the 
present. (The Suironaiy ^^gg?? * ^ mentioned above, 
includes the record from 1959 to the most recent 
session,) Indicates sections of the law amended, added, 
si^plemented, repealed, or superseded. 

In addition to these official publications, the library sul>scribes 
to a privately published legislative service, which is more reliable 
for current information: 



KFC 
30 
W4 
Ref 



West's C alifornia Legislative Servic e, supplementing 
^t'^s"?Cmotated CaiifomiaToaesT St. Paul, JTest 
Pub. Co. 

Published eight times each legislative session. Hie 
first issue of the session lists the meiribers, officers, 
and committees of the Senate and Assembly. Each issue 
presents the text of all new chapters and proposed consti- 
tutional amendments, tables of sections added, amended, 
and repealed for the codes and statutes, and a table of 
Senate and Asseibly bills enacted into law. Ihere is a 
cumulative index in each issue. 
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Codes 

The California Statutes are organized by subject into twenty-seven 
codes, which have the following titles: 



1. 


Agricultural 


15. 


Insurance 


2. 


Business and Professions 


16. 


Labor 


3. 


Civil 


17. 


Military and Veterans 


4. 


Civil Procedure 


18. 


Penal 


5. 


Coirmercial 


19. 


Probate 


6. 


Corporations 


20. 


Public Resources 


7. 


Education 


21. 


Public Utilities 


8. 


Elections 


22. 


Revenue and Taxation 


9. 


Evidence 


23. 


Street and Highways 


10. 


Financial 


24. 


Unenployment Insurance 


11. 


Fish and Gaiiie 


25. 


Vehicle 


12. 


Government 


26. 


Water 


13. 


Harbors and Navigation 


27. 


Welfare and Institutions 


14. 


Health and Safety 
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lliere is no official set containing a.U of the Califoniia codes; 
some of the codes are published separately by the State of CaiifojTiia, 
Departinent of General Services, Documents Section. While the library 
receives these codes as a depository library (most of them are kept in 
tlie Department of Government Publications), the official codes are not 
as up-to-date or convenient to use as the unofficial codes in the 
Research and Reference Department. 

Our annotated set of codes is: 



KFC West's Aimotated California Codes . St. Paul, West Pub. Co. 

30 ""^ ' ^ ' 

W4 Includes all twenty-seven code titles. There is an overview 

Ref ai\d detailed table of contents, as well as an index, for 



each code. A six-volume general index covers tlie entire 
set. Annotations refer to law reviews, state and federal 
cases, Oi)inions of the Attorney General, and other sources. 
Library references lead the user to tlie Corp us Juris Secundum , 
digests, commission recommendations, and conDnTttee reports. 
Historical notes trace the developnient of the law. Cross- 
references lead to related laws; a disposition table leads 
from the old to the new edition of the code. There are 
also references to the California Adminis tra tive Code , 
which inteiprets and implements the code it applies to 
specific circumstances. West's is updated by aruiual pocket 
parts and by cumulative panphlets, 

NO'lE: When you find a case intei"preting a section of the 
code J make sure- that it is interpreting the code in its 
present form. Tor example, if you n^-^te that the code was 
amended in 1962 and the case cited is from 1955, you caii^ 
assume tliat the case is interi^reting the code in an earlier 
form. 

The following sets cf legal forms are keyed to the West codes: 

KFC West's California Code Forms , with Practice Coimientarie s: 

68 Agricultural , ' business and Professions , Elections , feh 

W4 and Game , Tnsurance'rTaEor ," >iibli c Utilities, WeTfare and 

Ref THstitutions. Classified to and Tor" use with West's 

Annotated California Cedes . St. Paul, West Pub, Oo. 

KFC , C ivil by D. II. Adams. 

68 ^ 

W41 t 

Ref 

KFC . Civi l procedure , 2d ed., by G. H. Barnett. 

68 
W42 
1972 
Ref 
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KFC . Comnercial, by C. J. Williams. 

68 "~ 

W43 

Ref 

KFC . E ducation , Financial, Streets and Highways . 

68 ""^ " ' ~ 

W44 

Ref 

KFC . Probat e, 2d ed. , by J. M. Scott. 

68 ~" 

W45 Appendices give the probate rules and policies for several counties. 

Ref 

KFC . Revenue and Taxation , 2d ed., by A. K. Marshall. 

68 

W46 Includes local tax forms for San Francisco, Los Angeles, 

1969 San Diego, Sacramento, and Orange Counties. 

Ref 

KFC . Government , by C. J. Williams and C. L. Heranings, 

750 
A65 
W4 
Ref 



These collections of code fo-ms are numbered to correspond with sections 
of the code itself. They include suggestions for use in legal practice and 
references to tlie code, to court cases, and to law reviews and treatises. 
They are updated by annual pocket parts. 

For an index to the laws of California, consult: 



KFC Larmac Index to the Constitution and Laws of California ; a 
40 "Complete In?ex Under One AlphaEetical Listing to the COTisti- 

L37 tut ion and all Twenty- seven Codes and the General Laws , and 

(year) CompleteText of Caiifoniia ISIles oTICourtT San Francisco, 

Ref Recorder Printing and Publishing Co. 



Complete subject ^proach to the codes. Appendix gives text 
and index for the California Rules of Court. 



ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

Administrative law is based on the principle of delegated authority. Since 
neither Congress nor the state legislatures can afford to spend the time needed 
to make rules concerning radio stations, tomato packers, restaurant licenses, 
and many other matters affecting our daily lives, the rule-making function is 
delegated to various administrative agencies. Hie powers of administrative 
agencies are, in all cases, based on laws passed by Congress or the state 
legislature. 
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FyuiamL A^hiiniQtm li'Oo LaL± 

The roUoral ijoveriiment includes a myriad of administrative agencies, 
all ol* wliicli arc cojistartly creating and revising nilcs governing the 
matters under their jurisdiction, l-or general iiifomation about each 
agency and its functions, consult: 

Government U.S. Government Manual , (year) Washington, Office of 

Publications the "FeHeral Psgister. (Revised annually) 

GS4.1G9 

(year) Describes each agency, giving organization charts for many. 

or Indicates the statute and code section granting its 

JK authority, .'<s well as any which have subsequently modified 

421 its functions. A roster indicates chief officers. Summarizes 

A3 the agency's purposes and duties, 

(year) 
Ref 

For a codification of federal administrative regulations, the user 
should consult: 

Government Code of Federal Regulations . Abbreviation: C.F.R. 

Publications 

GS4.108 Consists of 50 titles, representing broad subject areas. 

(year) ITie C.F.R. contains Executive Orders, Presidential Proclama- 

tions, and Reorganization Plans, as well as tha regulations 
issued by federal agencies. The C.F.R. and Federal Register , 
in publishing a regulation, always cite the statutory 
authority (either U.S.C. or Stat. ) under which it was 
produced. Bach title is divided into chapters which 
generally bear the name of the issuing agency. The code is 
kept up to date by the Federal Register (described below) . 
In addition to a general index ana table of titles, chapters, 
and parts, the C.F.R. features the following finding aids: 

a. Parallel Tables of Statutory Authorities and Rules--cites 
the U.S. Code section which authorizes the rule -making 
function of sections of the C.F.R. 

b. Presidential documents included or cited in rules 
currently effective 

c. Guide to Federal Register finding aids- -helps user to 
locate regulations 

d. Acts requiring publication in the Federal Register 

e. Guide to record retention requirements. 

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the regulations 
originally appearing in: 

Government Federal Register . Abbreviation: F.R. 

Publications 

GS4.107 llie official organ publishing administrative rules and 

regulations of the federal government. Appears daily. 
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Tuesday through Saturday. You can update the Code of 
Federal Regulations by consulting the "List of C.F. R7 
Sections Affected" issued montnly and the "Cumulative 
List of Parts Affected" in the daily Fe deral Register 
(references are to page numbers in the F.R.) .'""TTiii're 
is a semi-monthly index. 



Calif omia Administrative Law 

California's administrative regulations can be found in: 



KFC California Administrative Code . 
30 Abbreviation: Cal. Adm. Code 

Al 

A3 'fhe Code consists of twenty-five titles, classified into 

Ref broad Subject areas. It is in looseleaf foimat, i5>dated 



by tiie California Administrative Register (issued weekly; 
kept in the Department of Government Publications). Notes 
enable the user to trace the history of a given regulation. 
In the notes for each regulation you will find both the 
name of the agency which has issued it and the statute or 
code which has authorized it. The Cal. Adm. Code includes 
an alphabetical listing of agencies whose regulations 
appear in it and references to the relevant sections of 
tJie Code. 

Another type of administrative law is the opinions of attorneys general. 
Other state officials ask the attorney general for an opinion on a legal 
question which they have run across, and he comes to a decision on the 
matter. In his opinion he analyzes the point of law in question and inter- 
prets it, citing cases, codes, and prior opinions. These opinions are of 
considerable legal in^rtance; those for California are published as: 

On California. Attorney General. Opinions . San Francisco, 

Order Matthew Bender, 1943- . 

Abbreviation: Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 

Published in annual bound volumes and monthly advance 
sheets. Each bound volume includes: 

a. Table of contents 

b. Tables of Opinions of the California Attorney General 
Cited 

c. Tables of Cases Cited 

d. Laws and Official Documents Cited 

There is a subject index to the opinions contained in each 
volume at the end. 

Each opinion gives the following information: its number, 
its subject; who requested and who gave the opinion; and 
the opinion, with analysis. 
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Love Library has the following collections of ordinances pertaining to 
the San Diego area: 



JS San Diego Municipal Code . 
351 

S3 Looseleaf format, with subject index. Indicates modifications 

Rcf in the code with their dates. 

JS Saji Diego Coun ty Code of Regulatory Ordinances . 
414 ' 

S26 Looseleaf foimat; indexed. Includes a cross-reference table 

1960 leading from ordinance number to code section. 

Ref 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



II. CASli LAW 



Case law is inportant in the United States because we have inherited the 
English tradition of coninon law. In coirenon law, if the King or Parliament had 
not passed legislation pertinent to a case, prior decisions detemined the 
action taken in the case. In our legal system, legislation is superior to 
case law- -if Congress or the state legislature passes a statute, the courts 
cannot ignore it. However, the courts interpret statutes while considering 
the cases they try; and a si4)rerae court, whether state or federal, can declare 
a statute under its authority unconstitutional. 

Coninon law is distinct from the "civil law" prevalent in continental 
Europe, Latin America, and other areas. Civil law, influenced in its develop- 
ment by Roman law, is codified to a greater extent than are our laws. Decisions 
of earlier courts are not regarded as authority in deciding cases as in our 
system; the authority lies in the code itself. 

State courts can try cases dealing with state law. They may also pass 
judgment on whether or not a stats law violates the U.S. Constitution. When 
appealed, a case may ultimately go to the state supreme court; if there is 
a question of federal law, it may go to the U.S. Supreme Court. Hie federal 
courts generally try only questions of federal law. However, if the plaintiff 
and defendant in a case are residents of different states, the federal courts 
may generally try it. 

A court, in giving its decision on a case, follows well-established proce- 
dures. In appellate cases, if the appeals court has not agreed with the decision 
of the lower court, you will frequently find these procedures followed: 

Remanded - The trial court did not apply the correct law in the case, and 
tne appeals court has sent the case back to the lower court for 
further action. 

Reversed - Hie trial court did not apply the correct law, and the appeals 
court has voided the decision. 

Overruled - A later decision, either in the same court or in the same 

system, has expressed a judgment contrary to the earlier one, making 
the earlier case invalid as precedent. This is not often done, 
because of the stare decisis principle. 

Distinguished - The precedent established in an earlier case was not 
followed because the facts involved in the case were different. 
Courts often follow this procedure to avoid overruling the earlier 
case. 
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LAW REPORTS 

A law report is "the production of an adequate record of a judicial decision 
on a point of law, in a case heaid in open court, for the subsequent citation as 
a precedent." "The purpose of a lav report is the exposition o£ the law. It 
should show the parties, the nature of the pleadings, the essential facts, the 
arguments of Counsel, the decision, and the grounds for judgment."^ 

The parts of a law report are: 

1. Its title, usually the plaintiff and defendant of the case (in that 
order) . 

2. Its docket number, \^ich identifies it in the couit while in progress. 

3. A headnote or syllabus, whicii summarizes the points of law dealt with 
in the case. 

4. Hie names of counsel (the lawyers serving on both sides of the case). 

5. The opinion of the court. 

6. The decision. 

The opinion is the most important part of a report, since it explains why the 
court acted as it did. An opinion cites facts from the case in question, rele- 
vant statutes and regulations, and cases used as precedent. It points out errors 
in the argument of the losing party, while supporting the claims of the winning 
party. It is in the opinion that the court applies the general law to the 
specific circumstances of the case in question. For most cases, only one opinion 
is presented. However, concurring and dissenting justices may write their own 
opinions, either agreeing or disagreeing with the decision of the court. Per 
curiam and memorandum decisions are common in federal courts; these present a 
decision without an opinion, generally on either obvious or routine matters. 

Both official and unofficial case reports are published. The unofficial 
reports, such as the National Reporter System, are generally published more 
promptly than are the official ones, such as U.S. Reports ; in addition, they 
frequently offer such advantages as summaries, digest notes for points of law 
in the cases, and annotations. Many cases are reported both officially and 
unofficially, for example in official state reports and also in the National 
Reporter System. 

A case is cited in the following way: volume number, abbreviation of the 
reporting publication with series number, if any, and page number. A typical 
citation is: 295 P2d 401. This means that the case would be found in volume 
295, Pacific Reporter , ..second series, beginning on page 401. If 70u do not 



^ Moran, The Heralds of the Law , London, Stevens, 1948, pp. 15-14; cited in 
Price and BitnerT ^fiective Le^al Research, 3d ed., Boston, Little, Brown 
and Co. , 1969, p. 114. 

2 

Great Britain, Lord Chancellor's Department, Report of the Law Reporting 
Conmttee , London, H.M.S.O., 1940, p. 3; cited inTrTce an3 Bitner, 
pp. 114-115. 
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know the full title of the reporting publication which has boon cited, use the 
table on page 46 of this study guide to find it. A more complete list of abbre- 
viations can be found in many sources, including the i)esk Book for American 
Jurispr udence 2d, pp. 494-534 (KF 154 AS 1962 Ref) and Appendix III of Price 
and Bitner, Eflective Legal Research 3d ed., pp. 427-483 (KF 240 P7 1969 Ref)« 

1, Official case reports 



a. Federal Cases 



Tlie U.S. Supreme Court has published official reports of its decisions 
since 1790: 

Government U.S. Supreme Court. Reports of decisions . (Also 

Publications called United States Reports 

Ju6 . 8 Abbreviation: U.S. 

The boun.d voluirie is considered the authoritative version 
of the report of any case. It includes a table of 
cases reported (by title), a table of cases cited, 
a table of statutes cited, and an index. 

There are two preliminary versions of the United States Reports 
which are published prior to the appearance of the bound volumes: 



Government 

I\iblications 

Ju6.8/a 



Government 

Publications 

Ju6.8/b 



Official Reports of the Supreme Court ; Preliminary 
prin t. 

These are paperbound issues, subject to revision. 
Each has a subject index and table of cases. 

Slip Opinion . 

The first official version of each case report, com- 
parable to the slip laws of the U.S. Congress. Includes 
the docket number, title, date, and text of the opinion 
and decision. 



The library has the official reports of one lower federal court, 
the U.S. Court of Claims: 



Government U.S. Court of Claims Reports . 

Publications Abhreviatton: D7S. Ct. CI. 

Ju3.9 

Our holdings begin with volume 156 (1962). The reports 
include a list of judges and officers of the court, 
tables o£ cases and statutes cited, legislation relating 
to the Court of Claims, amendments to court rules, and 
court orders. The headnotes and index use the Key 
Number System (described in part 2a of this section, 
the National Reporter System) . A cumulative index is 
published after approximately ten volumes have speared. 
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Calif ornia Caaea 

The official case reports for California are published on a contract 
basis by the Bancroft-Whitney Company, San Francisco, ratJier than by 
the state itself. 

KFC California Reports . 1850- (Reports of the California 

45 ■ Supreme Court) 

A22 Abbreviation: Cal. 

Sorics 1"3 

Ref 1st series: v. 1-220 

2d series: v. 1-71 
3d series: v. 1- 

Includes names of judges, tables of cases reported, a table 
of cases not reported, and tables of cases, state statutes, 
and codes cited, as well as a subject index. CaHd includes 
a summary of each case and headnotes classifieTto McKinney's 
Digest with the reports. 

KFC California toellate Reports . 1905- (Reports of the District 

50 Courts of Appeal) 

B3 Abbreviation: Cal. App. 

1st series: v. 1-139 
2d series: v. 1-276 
3d series: v. 1- 

Includes list of jiistices and court officers, table of 
cases, table of cases not reported, table of cases proved, 
disapproved, criticized, and distinguished, and tables 
of citations to cases and the California constitution, 
statutes, and codes. Each volume includes reports of 
cases determined in the Appellate Departments of the 
Superior Court and a subject index. Like Cal3d reports, 
those in Cal. App. 3d include headnotes classified to 
McKinney's Diges t and a summary. 

NOTE: OUR HOLDINGS OF CAL. AND CAL. APP. GO TORDUGH 1971. 



In addition to these major sets of official reports, the library has: 



KFC California Unreported Cases ; being those decisions deter 

50 mined in the Supreme Court and the District Courts of 

R6 Appeal of the State of California, but not officially 

Ref reported, with annotations showing their present value 

as authority. San Francisco, Bender-Moss Co. , 1913. 
Abbreviation: Cal. Unrep. 



Volume 7 includes a digest and table of cases. 
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Unoff i cial case reports 

a. H ie National Reporter System 

Ihe National Reporter System (NRS) is published by West Publishing 
Compaiiy, St. Paul, Minnesota. With four units covering federal courts 
and nine covering state courts, it offers extensive coverage of -Ameri- 
can case law. An in^ortant feature of West's legal publications is 
the Key Number classification system, explained in more detail in part 
B, "Digests," of this section. The Key Number system is used to index 
the cases reported in the NRS in considerable detail. Other useful 
features of the NRS are tables of cases, tables of statutes and rules 
construed, and "Words and Phrases," a section indexing temis defined 
by the courts in the opinions reported. The "advance sheets" which 
si^plement NRS reporters include a section called "Judicial Highlights," 
which presents current decisions considered to be particularly signi- 
ficant. Each case report in an NRS reporter has the following foimat: 

1. Title of the case (plaintiff -def endant) . 

2. Docket number. 

3. Name of court and date. 

4. Sunmary of case and decision. 

5. Key Numbered headnotes analyzing the points of law involved in the 
case. 

6. Names of counsel representing both sides of the case. 

7. The opinion, with paragraphs numbered to correspond with the head- 
notes. The opinion in this way elaborates upon tlie points of law 
presented in the headnotes. 

8. Decision, 

The NRS provides coverage of federal case law in Supreme Court 
Reporter , Federal Reporter , Federal Supplement , and Federal R ules 
Decisions . The descriptions which follow indicate current cwerage 
of the courts by the various reporters; the reports of some courts, 
such as the U.S. District Courts, have been shifted from one reporter 
to another at various times. (For more information on this matter, 
consult West's Law Finder [KFC 30 Ref].) 



KF Supreme Court Reporter . 1882- 

101 Coverage : trom 106 U.S. to present 

S8 Abbreviation: S.Ct. 

Ref 

Gives names of Justices and their assignments to the Federal 
Judicial Circuits and cross-reference tables frcm U.S. 
Reports to S.Ct. Also includes a summary of the tem 
covered by each volume and its activities in the major 
areas of law, with analyses of inportant cases. The S.Ct. 
is supplemented by an "advance sheet" which contains a 
table of cases in each issue, and cumulative tables of 
cases reported, statutes construed, court rules, and 
ABA Standards for Criminal Justice cited. The "advance 
sheet" has a cumulative Key Number digest for the cases 
included. 
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NOTE: vS,Ct. began coverage with 106 U.S,. In order to 
provide users with a complete set of unofficial 
Supreme Court reports, the library's reference 
section includes volumes 1-26 of: 

^' U.Sc Sjpreme Court Reports , Lawyers ' Edition . 

101 Rocmjster, N.Y. , Lawyers Co-operative Pub. Co. 

L3 Abbreviation: L.Ed. 

Ref 

KF Federal Reporter . 1880- 

8754 Ahbrevvatvon: F. 

AS 

F4 The latest volumes present reports of the following courts: 

U.S. Courts of Appeals, U.S. Court of Claims, U.S. Court 
of Customs and Patent Appeals, and Tenporary Emergency 
Court of ^peals. 

1st series: v. 1-297 
2d series: v. 1- 

Each volume includes a map showing the eleven federal 
judicial circuits, a words and phrases section, and the 
following tables: 

1. Judges. 

2. Cases reported. 

3. Cases reported by circuits. 

4. Statutes construed. 

5. Federal rules of civil, criminal, and appellate 
procedure . 

There is a Key Number digest at the end of each volume i^ich 
provides subject indexing for the cases included. Ihe 
"advance sheet" for F, contains essentially the same finding 
aids as does the one for S.Ct. ; however, the tables and 
digest in R are not cumulative as are the ones in S.Ct. . 

KF Federal Supplement . 1932- 

120 Abbreviation: F^ Supp. 

W4 

Ref The most recent volumes cover the U.S. District Courts » 

the U.S. Customs Courts, and the Judicial Panel on Milti- 
district Litigation. 

The format of F. Supp. and its supplementary "advance sheet" 
is similar to tHat of F. 

The fourth NRS publication covering federal case law. Federal 
Rules Decisions , is not in the Love Library collection. 

West Publishing Company publishes case reports from all states in 
the remaining nine reporters of the NRS. The titles of the reporters 
and the states they include are: 
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Atlantic Reporter : Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, 

lUiode Island, New Jersey, Penn'^ylvania, Maryland, Delaware 
New York Supplement : New York 

North Eastern Report er: Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, 

Indiana, Illinois 
North Western Reporter : North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, Nebraska 
Pacific Reporter ; Alaska, Hawaii, California, Oregon, Washington 

Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, 

New r^fexico, Kansas, Oklahoma 
South E astern Reporter : Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 

Virginia, West Virginia 
South Western Reporter ; Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, 

Tehness'^e 

Southern Reporter ; Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida 
West ' s Calitomia Reporter : California 



All state appellate court decisions are reported in full, as are 
many decisions which do not appear in official state reports. 

Love Library subscribes to Pacific Reporter and West's California 
Reporter : 



]'?t series: v. 1-300 
2d b«.rTes: v. 1- 

Each bound volume includes "Words and Phrases," a Key Nianber 
digest for the contents of the volume, and the following tables: 

1. Judges 

2. Cases reported. 

3. Cases reported by states. 

4. Statutes construed (both federal and state). 

The "advance sheet" in Love Library is the California Edition. 
It includes the following reference* tables and finding aids: 

1. Sumniary of cases accepted for hearing by the California 
Supreme Court. 

2. Supplement to the California Rehearing , Hearing , and 
Republication Table (described on page 33 of tnis 
study guide). 

3. Parallel citation tables leading from California Reporter 
to the official reports ( Cal. and Cal. App.T i 

4. Parallel citation tables leading from Pacific Reporter 
to the official reports ( Cal.) . 



KF 

135 

P2 



Pacific Reporter . 1883- 
Abbrev^at^on: P 
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5. Reporter references, leading from the official reports 
to the Pacific and California Reporters . 

(NOTli: Items 3, 4, and 5 enable the user to find the 
official citation from the unofficial, aiid vice 
versa . ) 

6. Cases reported by state. 

7. Federal Rules of Criminal and Civil Procedure. 

8. American Bar Association Standards for Criminal Justice 
cited. 

There is also a "Words and Phrases" section, and a Key 
Nimiber digest for indexing. 

Since 1960, the Pacific Reporter has included only California 
Supreme Court reports^! For complete coverage of California appellate 
cases use: 



KFC West ' s California Reporter . 1960- 
40 Abbr^eviation: Cal. Rptr. 

W42 

Ref Includes cases from the Supreme Court, the District Courts of 



Appeal, and the Appellate Department, Superior Court. 

The fomat of the reporter is similar to that of the Pacific 
Reporter, and the first five items in the list of finding 
aids tor the Pacific Reporter "advance sheet" are also 
published in the California Reporter "advance sheet." 

Love Library has old issues of ♦hree other NRS reporters: 

KF North Western Reporter . 1883- 

135 Abbr&viation: WW. 

N61 

The library has volumes 1-158; coverage ends in 1916. 

KF South Eastern Reporter . 1887- 

135 Abbreviation: SfcT~ 

S61 

The library has volumes 1-89 (through 1916). 

KF Southern Reporter . 1887- 

135 . Abbreviation: So. 

S81 

Ihe library has volumes 1-71 (through 1916). 

For more information about the National Reporter System, consult 
West's Law Finder. 
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b. American Law Report s 

While the National Reporter System provides comprehensive coverage 
of American case law, the American Law Reports, published by Bancroft- 
Whitney Co., San Francisco, is a selective case report service. There 
arc no advance sheets for the ALR, since the emphasis of the service is 
on legal analysis rather than on current reporting. The ALR can be 
regarded, in a sense, as a supplement to legal encyclopedias; the cases 
which are selected generally lend themselves to lengthy consideration of 
some aspect of law. ALR began publication in 1919. Although in the 
early days of the service annotations were sometimes eicher biief or 
iionexistent , in the later volumes the annotations are 'jo extensive that 
they themselves are summarized, as are the topics in a legal encyclopedia. 
(Encyclopedias are described in section II-E of this stu(fy guide.) ALR 
is virtually a self-sufficient system of law books; it provides indexing, 
digesting, and updating as well as case reports and annotations. The 
ALR is one component of the publisher's •Total Client Service Library^' 
a system of law sets which supplement and refer to one another. (Others 
in the set include the law encyclopedias Merican Jurisprudence 2d, 
California Jurisprudence 2d, and several of the special aids described 
in section II-F of this study guide.) While much of this material is 
primarily of use to practicing lawyers, the nonprofessional user of the 
law sets will find some of these cross-references valuable. 



The basic units of ALR are, of course, the sets of annotated reports: 



1st series: v. 1-175 

The report of each case included gives its original citation 
and summary of the question of law involved. The aKnotations , 
if present, discuss related cases. Each volune has a table 
of cases reported. 



2d series: v. 1-100 

Each volume has a subject table for its annotations, which 
includes a brief description of the case from which each 
annotation arises, lliere is also a table of cases in eacl?'. 
volume. The presentation of each case has the following foimat: 

1. Name and original citation (or citations) of the case. 

2. Summary of the decision. 

3. Subject of the annotation. 

4. Fleadnotes classified to ALR digests and references to 
American Jurisprudence (a law encyclopedia described 
on page 30 of this study guide). 

5. Suninary of briefs of counsel on both sides of the case. 

6. The court *s opinion, with points of law keyed to the 
headnotes. 



KF 

132 

A67 



A merican Law Reports Annotated . 
Abbreviation : ALR 



KF 

132 

A68 



American Law Reports Annotated , second series . 
Abbreviation: ALR2d 
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7. An outline and index for the annotation. 

8. The ai\notation itself, which is actually a lengthy 
treatnient of one of the points of law raised in the case, 
"ihe annotation is well doaanented, with references to 
both cases and statutes. 

Anjcricaji Law Re ports , ALR3d; cases ^\d annotations . 

132 AbhrevZation r W^M '' 

A69 

3d series: v. 1- 

The contents of each report and annotation is nearly identi- 
cal to that of ALK5d; the physical format has been 
changed slightly tor" greater clarity. Some new features 
are references to related annotations in the introduction 
to an annotation, and practice pointers and problems (the 
last two items are, of course, primarily of in^ortance to 
lawyers). Updated by pocket parts which present relevant 
subsequent cases. 

For key word access to the text of the annotations use: 

KF American Law Reports : Complete word index to annotations . 

132 trovers vol. 1-175, 

A673 

Use the index in conjunction with the ALR Permanent Digest 
(described on this page.) The numbers at the end of the 
line indicate the volume and page of ALR, 

KF American Law Reports , Annotated , second series : Word Index 

i.32 to Annotations . 

A683 

For a topical approach to ALR material, the digests can be consulted: 

KF Peiroanent Digest of American Law Reports Annotated , covering 

132 volumes L-TTS ALR . 

A672 

Format is typical for digests, described in section II-C 
of this stucfy guide. Each topic begins with a scope note 
and cross-references, and the summaries of points of law 
usually begin with generalities and move to more specific 
points. A list of digest titles in each volume includes 
cross-references. The text makes frequent references to 
Ameri can Jurisprudence . Volume 12 presents a table of 
cases for the entire first series of ALR, v. 1-175. 

KF American Law Reports . ALR 2d 1-100 Digest ; Cases and 

132 Annotations . 

A682 

Provides digest coverage for the second series. Volume 7 
includes a table of cases digested, with defendant -plaintiff 
cross-references. 
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Subject approach to AlJi is also provided by the (^ick Index, 
which combines features of tlic word index and the digest. It conibines 
the fact word and legal topic approaches to the cases and annotations, 
imd gives many cross-references. 



KF American Law Reports . ALR First Series Quick Index , covering 

132 volumes 1-175 . 

A67 

Index 

KF American Law Reports ; ALR 2d and 3d Quick Index, covering 

132 volumes 1-100 , ALR 2d , l-5'OL!r3d . 

A68 

Index Includes references to ALR Federal (described on page 24) 



annotations. There is a table of cases reported, with 
cross-references from the defendant *s name. An annotation 
history table indicates the later citation for ALR annota- 
tions which were supplemented or superseded by subsequent 
annotations. The front pocket of the Quick Index contains 
a supplement which provides coverage for 51 ALR3d 
and the following volumes and a si^plement to the annotation 
history table. 

ARL annotations are updated by: 

KF America n Law Reports . Blue Book of Supplemental Decisions 

132 tor Ainotations in the AmericaiTLaw Reports , ~volumes 

A677 FTTS: 

Arranged in citation order (volume-page) in which annotations 
appear in ALR . If there are no entries, this means that 
there are no new cases in point. Also indicates annotations 
which are supplemented or stqperseded by subsequent annota- 
tions in ALR , ALRZd , or ALR3d . Since the set is 
not cumulative, it is necessary to check each volume and 
all supplements in search of new cases. 

KF American Law Reports , second series . Later Case Service ; 

132 Supplemental Cases Analyze3"ljid Class if ie37 

A686 

While the Blue Book merely indicates citations for later 
cases, the Later Case Service arranges entries in digest 
format, summarizing as well as citing cases. This saves 
the user a lot of time, since he need not look up every 
case cited to determine whether or not it suits his purposes. 
Each volume of Later Case Service covers specific volumes 
of ALR2d , so it is not necessary to consult every volume 
to update the case in question. Pocket parts supplement 
and update the bound volumes. 

ARL3d is updated by pocket parts in the back of each volume. The 
pocket parts point out related annotations in later volumes as well as 
later cases supplementing or modifying the cases annotated within the 
volume. 
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In 1969> Bancroft -IVliitney began publication of a new ALR series, 
whidi deals exclusively with federal law: 

KF American Law Reports. AIR Federal: Cases and Annotations . 

132 * Ahhmiviabion: ALU Pod. 

A692 

ALU Federal follows the same format as does ALU3d . 
For each case the entry includes: 

1. Identification of the case (name and citations). 

2. Summary of decision. 

3. Subject of annotation. 

4 . Headnotes . 

5. Briefs of counsel. 

6. Opinion of the court. 

7. Outlined and indexed annotation. 

8. References to other units of the "Total Client- 
Service Library™'. 

ALR Fed, reports leading decisions of the federal courts. 
'Hie annotation following each decision discusses all federal 
law on the legal question, including pertinent statutes, 
rules, and regulations. Like ALR3d , ALR Fed, is 
kept up to date by pocket parts. 

Indexing to ALU Fed is provided by: 

KF Federal Quick Index to the Total Client Service 

132 IIBrary , IndexingH R Tederal , ALR, UT57 

F4 L. Ed. , Am^ Jur. ZHT lForms , ProoT " of Facts , 

Trials . 

Like the other quick indexes for ALR, this one 
combines the key-word and digest-topic approaches 
to the material. It indexes all federal law in 
the tools named in the title. A pocket siq)ple- 
ment in the front of the volume i^dates it. 

Other unofficial case reports 

Love Library has partial holdings of some older selective reporters, 
which are now mainly of historical interest. The first three are known 
as the "Trinity Series": 

KF American Reports , Containing all Decisions of General I nterest 

132 Decided in the Courts of Last Resort of tEe Several"5tates , 

A52 with Notes ancT References7 ~^an Francisco, Bancroft- 

wHTBiey Co. 

Abbreviation: Am.R. 

American Reports was published in sixty volumes, from 
1869-1887. 
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KF American Decisions ; Containing the Cases of General Value 

132 an Outhority Decided in th"e ~Courts or The Several States 

A5 Iroin tlie Earlie st I ssue of the State Reports to the 

Year 1869" ^ San I<rancisco, Bancr of t - Whi tney Co. 

ABbreviation: Am. Dec. 

TTiese reports were published in one hundred volumes, covering 
reports of cases prior to 1869. 

KF American State Reports \ Containing the Cases of General 

132 Value and Autliority" Subsequent to those Contained in the 

A53 American Decisions and the American Reports DecidecT " 

in the Courts of Last Resort of the Several States . 

5ah Franci SCO , "lancrof t -Whi tney Co. 

Abbreviation: Am. St. R. 

Published in 104 volumes, 1887-1911. 

The other early set elected reports in the library is: 

KF American and English Annotated Cases , Containing the 

132 Ing)ortant Cases beiected trdn the Current American 

A65 Canadian , " and English Reports . Northport, L.I., N.Y. , 

E. 'Dionipson Co. 

Abbreviation: Am. 5. Eng. Ann. Cas. 

These were published in twenty- one volumes, 1906-1911. 

This set merged into: 

KF Annotated Cases , American and English (American Annotated 

132 Cases) . 

A65 Abbreviation: Ann. Cas. or Am. Ann. Cas. 

Published. in thirty-two volumes, 1912-1918. 

B. FINDING AIDS FOR LAW REPORTS 

There are several tools which can be used to obtain citations, cross-refer- 
ences, and additional information about law reports when the user has an inccnplete 
reference. 

If you have a popular name, but neither the official name of the case 
nor its citation: 

KF Shepard's Acts and Cases by Popular Names , Federal and State . 

90 Colorado Springs, Colo., Shepard's Citations Inc. 

S4 

Ref Volume I covers acts and cases to January, 1968; paperbound supple- 

ments provide coverage after that date. Section I refers the user 
to the U.S. Code, U.S. Statutes at Lar ge, or state statutes from the 
popular'TiSie ot theTegislative act. Section II refers from the popular 
name of a federal or state case to the citation in a law reporter 
where the case can be found. 
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If you need to find the circuit number i'cr a federal case: 

KJ' Shepard 's Federal Circuit Table . Colorado Springs, Colo., Shepard's 

105.2 Citations, Inc. 

S417 

Ref Identifies the circuit or district of origin for any case reported 

in Federal Reporter , 2d series, or Federal Supplement since 1960. 
Updated by pajperbound supplements . 

If you have only the docket number for a Supreme Court case, and need 
its name: 

KF Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. United States Law Week . Washijigton. 

132.1 (Described in more detail on page 40) 

U53 

Ref The Supreme Court section indicates cases docketed, or filed, in 

the Supreme Court, in docket number order, and the index includes a 
docket number table. If the user has only a docket number, he can 
use either current or past issues of Law Week to find more informa- 
tion about his case. 

If you have the official citation for a California case and need the 
unofficial, or vice versa: 

KFC California Blue and White Book . St. Paul, West Pub. Co. 

39 

C3 Refers the user to the Pacific and California Reporters from the 

Ref official reports, and vice versa. The blue section leads frcin the 

official reports to the unofficial; the white section does the 
reverse, liiis tool is updated by the parallel citation tables in 
the California Reporter "advance sheet." 



DIGESTS 

Since case reports are published in chronological rather than in classified 
order, the user cannot get subject indexing directly from the reports themselves. 
Instead, digests provide the subject approach to law cases. Digests are arranged 
by legal topics, such as Account, Co^J^enants, Fraud, or Negligence. For each 
topic, the digest section generally includes the following: 

1. A scope note, indicating subjects included and excluded. 

2. Cross-references to other topics. 

3. An analysis, or overview, of the topic. 

4. An outline of the topic. 

5. The text of the digest, consisting of summaries of points of law from 
individual case reports, aiTanged according to the outline. 

Digests usually include a subject index and a table of cases. Hie individual 
entries in the text generally give the following infomiation: 

1. Jurisdiction and date. 

2. The code or statute being interpreted, if any. 

3. The court's rulings on the point of law. 

4. The title and all available citations for the case. 
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Although digests are arranged by broad legal topics, most of them have 
descriptive-word indexes leading fran more specific teims into the text of the 
digest. For example, ijnagine that you wanted cases dealing with barbiturates. 
While there is no digest topic entitled "Barbiturates," by looking \jp "baiti- 
turates" in the descriptive-word index, you will find references to digest 
topics which include cases dealing with these drugs. 

Most of the digests in Love Library are published by West Publishing Company, 
and follow the Key Number classification system. In the Key Number system, case 
law is divided and subdivided so that points of law dealing with similar issues 
are grouped together. There are seven main Key Number headings: 

1. Persons 5. Crimes 

2. Property 6. Remedies 

3. Contracts 7. Government 

4. Torts 

These main headings are divided into over thirty subheadings, which are in turn 
broken down into more than four hundred digest topics. For exanaple, at the present 
time heading number three. Contracts, is broken down into the follcpwing subheadings 
and digest topics: 



CONTRACTS 



(Subheading) 

(Digest 
Topics) 



(Subheading) 

(Digest 
Topics) 



Nature, Requisites, and Incidents of Agreements in General 
Contracts 

Customs and Usages 
Frauds, Statute of 
Interest 
Usury 

Paiticular Classes of Agreements 

Bailment 
Bills and Notes 
Bonds 

Breach of Marriage Promise 

Champerty and Maintenance 

Conpositions with Creditors 

Compromise and Settlement 

Covenants 

Depositaries 

Exchange of Property 

Gaming 

Guaranty 

Indemnity (Analyzed in detail below) 

Joint Adventures 

Lotteries 

Principal and Surety 

Rewards 

Sales 

Subscriptions 
Vendor and Purchaser 
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(Subhcatl i nji ) Pa rt_i cu Uir (lljissos, of Implied or Constructive Contracts or 

(juasi- Contracts ' 

(Digest Account Stated 

Topics) Contribution 

Money Lent 
Money Paid 
Money Received 
Use and Occupation 
Work and Labor 

(Subheading) Particular Modes of Discharging Contracts 

(Digest Novation 
Topics) Payment 

Release 
Subrogation 
Tender 

The digest topics are arranged in alphabetical order throughout the text, 
without reference to the headings or subheadings under which they are classed 
in the Key Number system. 

Each digest topic is analyzed and outlined, and a Key Number is assigned 
to each point of the outline. For exaii5)le, if you look at the analysis and 
outline for the digest topic "Indemnity," you will see the following analysis 
and assignment of key numbers: 

1. Nature of obligation. 

2. Requisites and validity of contracts. 

3. In general. 

4. Bonds of indemnity. 

5. Construction and operation of contracts. 

6. In general. 

7. Parties. 

8. Subject-matter. 

9. Scope and extent of liability. 

(1) In general. 

(2) Expenses, attorney's fees, interests, and profits. 

10. Notice to indemnitor. 

11. Accrual of liability. 

12. Discharge of indemnitor. 

13. Implied contracts. 

(1) Right of one coirpelled to pay to indemnity from 
person primarily liable. 

(2) Joint tort-feasors, or parties in pari delicto. 

(3) Scope and extent of liability. 

(4) Notice. 

14. Conclusiveness of fonner adjudication in action against 
indemnitor or indemnitee. 

15. Actions on contracts. 

(1) Form of remedy. 

(2) Persons entitled to sue and parties. 

(3) Conditions precedent. 

(4) Defenses. 
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(5) Time to sue. 

(6) Pleading. 

(7) Evidence. 

(8) Instructions. 

(9) (questions for jury. 
(9-1/2) Verdict and findings. 

(10) Judgment and enforcement thereof. 

(11) Review. 

16. Rights and remedies of indemnitor. 

The analysis for some topics is brief; that for others, such as "Contracts" 
or "Usury," covers several pages. Still, each point of law has its own unique 
number, which can be followed through all Key h^nriber publications. For exanple, 
if a person wanted to find law cases concerning indemnity in mpXied contracts, 
he would use Indemnity 13 and its subdivisions. As an illustration, by 
following Indemnity 13(3) through West digests and their st^jp laments , you 
could find law cases dealing with "the scope and extent of indannity liability 
in in^Jlied contracts." 

The Key Number classification is consistent throughout the West digests; 
you would use the same topic name and number for the same point of law in any 
of them. If you take your search back several years, you might find that the 
scope and analysis of a topic have changed somewhat, but the introduction and 
scope note for the digest topic will help you to find the appropriate number. 
In some cases, digest coverage of a topic may have expanded so much from one 
edition to the next that it is necessary to use the descriptive -word index to 
find an appropriate Key Number. 

You will notice that the headnotes sumnarizing the points of law in National 
Reporter System case reports include the Key Number classification v^iich is 
subsequently entered into the appropriate digests. As noted in the description 
of the National Reporter System in Section A, the index for each volime and 
"advance sheet" for the reporters is in the form of a Key Number digest. 

Love Library has the following West digests: 

The American Digest System 

This is the most comprehensive of our library's digests, covering appellate 
cases from both federal and state courts from 1658 to the present. Cases within 
a Key Number are arranged by jurisdiction and date, in descending order of court 
rank. U.S. Supreme Court cases are given first, then Courts of appeals and 
federal district courts cases. State court cases follow, arranged alphabetically 
by state. The time periods covered by the various units of American Digest are 
as follows: 



1658- 


1896 


Century Edition 


1897- 


19C6 


First Decennial 


1906- 


1916 


Second Decennial 


1916- 


1926 


Third Decennial 


1926- 


1936 


Fourth Decennial 
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1936-1946 Fifth Decennial 

19-16-1!) r>() S ixth lX> cenniiil 

1 9 56 - 1966 Seventh Decennial 

1966 -date West's General Digest , Fourth Series 

American Digest , Century Edit ion. A Cong)lete Digest of all Reported 
American Cases trom the EarTIest Tunes to Isao . 
A25 Abbreviation: Cent. Dig, 

Ref 

This, the earliest unit of American Digest , does not use the Key Number 
system common to all of the other units. However, it is arraiiged 
in titles, or topics, each with scope notes, analyses, and cross- 
references to related titles. There is a subject index in volume 50. 
The Century Edition has no table of cases; the table in the first 
decennial is a combined table of cases for the fir^t two digest units. 
At the front of each volume, there is a list of the topics covered 
in the volume. * 

KF 1906 Decennial Editio n of tiie American Digest ; a Complete Digest of 

141 all Reported Cases from 1897 to 1906 . 

A26 Abbreviation: 1st Dec. Dig. 

Ref 

This is the first unit of the American Digest to use the Key Number 
system. There are tables in this and in the Seccmd Decennial giving 
Century Digest sections and corresponding Key Numbers , so tnat users 
can retero^dc and forth from the two classification schemes. Tlie 
table of cases, vo limes 1-25, covers both the Century Edition and the 
First Decennial . It gives the title, jurisdiction, and case report 
citation for each case, as well as all references to it in the digests. 
A list of the digest topics included is at the front of each volume. 

KF Second Decennial Edition of the American Digest ; a Complete Digest 

141 of all ReporteTtases 7rairT9U6 to iQlF T 

A27 AFbreviatton: 2d Dec.'TSig. 

Ref 

Like the first decennial, this unit presents Century Edition sections 
with corresponding Key Numbers. The table of cases in volume 24 
includes an index of popular names of cases. 

There is a combined subject index for the First and Second Decennials . 

KF Descriptive-Word Index to the First and Second Decennial Digests ; a 
141 Means of Finding the' l&itHorities in" ^oint Ihrougn th e Words Descrip- 

A282 tive o7 the Legal Principles or oF"the Facts of the Case . 

^Supp. 

Ref References are to topics and key numbers. 

KF Third Decennial Edition of the' American Digest ; a Conglete Digest of 
141 all Reporte3^ Cases from T5Ii6~toTy2o. 

A28 Abbrevvat%on: 3d Dec. Dig. 



Ref 



Volume 29 includes a ccnplete table of cases digested, and popular 
name titles of cases. 
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KF Fourth Decennial Digest , a Coinplete Digest of all Decisions of the 
141 State and Federal Courts as Reported in tHe National Reporter 

A29 System and tlie State Reports , 1926 to 19367 

Ref Abbreviatton: 4th Dec. Dig. 



Each volume contains a list of digest topics. Volume 34 includes 
the tables of cases and popular name titles. 

The descriptive-word index is also combined for the Third and Fourth 
Decennials ; 

KF Descriptive- Word Index , Covering the Third and Fourth Decennial Digests . 

141 

A282 Includes a list of digest topics and their abbreviations. 

Supp . 2 

Ref 

KF Fifth Decennial Digest ; a Conqalete Digest of all Decisions of the 

141 ^ate and Federal Courts as Reported in"^e National Reporter 

A3 System and the State Reports , 1936 -T6 . 

Ref Abbreviation: 5th Dec. Dig. 

Each volime includes a list of digest topics. Volumes 48-49 include 
tables of cases and popular name titles for cases, and tables for the 
revised titles 18 and 28 of the U.S. Code . (Title 18: Crimes and 
Criminal Procedure. Title 28: Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.) The 
descriptive-word index is in volumes 50-52. 

KF Sixth Decennial Digest , 1946-56 ; a Conplete Digest of all Decisions 
141 oT the State" and Federal Courts as Reported in tEe National Reporter 

A31 System and thFTtate Reports . 

Ref Abbreination: 6th Dec. Dig. 

Volumes 33-34: Descriptive -word index. 

Volumes 35-36: Tables of cases and popular name titles. 

Each volume includes a list of digest topics. 

KF Seventh Decennial Digest , 1956-66 ; a Complete Digest of all Decisions 

141 of Bie State and Federal Courts as Reported in the"l?ationir^Reporter 

A32 System and the^gtate Reports . 

Ref Abbreviation: 7th Dec. Dig. 

Volumes 35-36; Descriptive -word index. 

Volumes 37-38: Tables of cases and popular name titles. The table of 
cases includes the subsequent history of each case. Later case history 
information can be found in the "Table of Cases Affirmed, Reversed, or 
Modified" in the General Digest , Fourth Series. 

Each volume of the digest has a list of digest topics in the front . 
section. 



KF West's General Digest , Fourth Series ; a Digest of all Current Decisions 

141 of the Aneric an Courts as Reported In the National Reporter System 

W4 and Other stanclard Reports ; Continuing'TE'e Seventh Vicennial Digest . 

Ref m7- 

Abbreviation: Gen. Dig. 4th 
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iiach volume has a table of cases; there is a descriptive word index 
for every ten volumes, which includes a table of cases affirmed, 
reversed, or modified by the cases in the digest. The digest, index, 
and tables are kept current by paperbound supplements. 

In addition to the American Digest system. Love Library has West's Supreme 
Cour t and California Digests . Since these are similar in principle and tormat 
to the American Diges t, the "descriptions of them will be brief. 

KF U.S. Supreme Court Digest , 1754 to Date ; Covering every Decision of 

101. 1 the Suprem e Court of the Unite? States trom Earliest Times to Date . 

W4 ABBTev^atvon: Sj, Ct.' TK'g. 

Ref 

Like the American Digest , Supreme Court Digest uses the Key Number 
system to classify and analyze the law. "Rie descriptive -word index 
is in volumes 1, lA, and IB; the table of cases is in volume 14. 
Volume 15 contains a defendant-plaintiff table, a "words and phrases" 
section (including references to the cases in \Aiich teiminology is 
interpreted), and a popular name table. The Supreme Court Digest 
is kept current by cumulative annual pocket parts at the back of each 
volume. 

KFC West ' s California Digest ^ Covering Cases from Stace and Federal Courts . 

42 Abbreviation: Cal. Dig. 

W47 

Ref Covers cases from 1850 to the present time. This Key Number digest 

covers all California cases in both official and unofficial reporters, 
and digest? Opinions of the Attorney General of California and articles 
from law reviews. Its useful features include: 

1. The descriptive-word index, volumes ]-3 and Cumulative Supplement. 

2. Table of cases, volumes 47, 47A., 48 and 48A. 

3. Table of Opinions of the Attorney General digested, volume 48A. 

4. Table of law reviews digested, volume 48A. 

5. Defendant-plaintiff table of cases, volumes 49 and 49A. 

6. Words and phrases, volume 50. 

The digest is supplemented by annual pocket parts, and xspdated weekly 
by the digest in the West's California Reporter "advance sheets." 
In addition, a paperbound supplement appears in mid-year to cumulate 
the "advance sheet" digests. 



DETERMINING THE VALUE OF A CASE AS PRECEDENT 

When a lawyer finds a "case in point" to use in his argument, he has not 
completed his research. He must determine whether or not the case still has 
value as legal precedent. As a non-professional user of law books, you should 
also follow your case through appropriate reference sources to make sure that 
the decision has the same meaning now as it did when handed down. As you will 
notice in the discussion of citators which follows, it is also possible to evaluate 
statutes in this way. There are several ways of determining how a case has fared 
in later courts: 
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1. Digest tables, for example the "Table of Cases Affirmed, Reversed, or 
Modified" in Merican Digest (described on page 31). 

2. Updating services, such as the ones for the various units of American Law 
Reports (described on page 21). 

3. Rehearing tables, such as: 

KFC California Hearing and Rehearing Table , Covering all Cases of 

39 the Sirpre me and tKe District "Courts of ^peal" Reported in 

C31 Pacific Reporter , Beginning With Voliane 248 , and Vfest's 

Ref California Reporter , in VVhich There Has Been a Subsequent 

Froceedirig by the State Courts or by the" 3upreme Court of 
the Unitea States . St. Paul, West~PuF7~Co. 

This table is supplemented weekly by a cumulative table in the 
"advance sheet" for Pacific and California Reporters . To use 
the table: 

a. Find the volume and page numbers of your citation in the 
table. 

b. This refers you to the reporter, volume, and page where 
further proceedings in the case are reported. 

c. If a review has been granted, but the proceedings are not 
yet reported, the reference will merely indicate "granted." 
If this is the case, you will need to search the "advance 
sheets" until you find the proceedings reported. 

4. Citators. 

Citators can be used to determine the current status of statutory as 
well as case law. Legal materials refer to and from one another constantly, 
and the citator is a record of these cross-references. A statute is often 
modified by further legislative action or cited, upheld, or declared 
invalid by a court; the principles involved in a court case are similarly 
cited, upheld, or modified. Citators are tools created expressly to help 
users keep abreast of these cross-references and changes. 

Shepard's Citations, Inc., of Colorado Springs, Colorado, is so prominent 
in the publication of citators that lawyers refer to using a citator as 
"Shepardizing." Shepard's publishes a citator for each state, for each 
National Reporter System Reporter, for the U.S. Supreme Court and the U.S. 
Statutes, and for the federal courts, as well as a number of specialized 
citators . 

Using citators for case law 

The "cited" case is the one being Shepardi zed- -that is, it is the one 
whose validity you are attenpting to determine. The "citing" case is the 
one referring back to the case being Shepardized. To use a Shepard's 
citator: 
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1. Find the volume covering the case reporter which contains your citation. 

2. Turn to the section for your volume. 

3. Find the page number, in boldface type in tlie text, of your citation. 

4. Beneath the page number you will find references to your case. These 
can be cross-references to other reports of the same case, indications 
of appeals of the case, or citations of the case by later cases. Cita- 
tors also indicate references to a case by legal periodicals and other 
sources . 

A series of abbreviations, explained at the front of each citator volume, 
indicates the action taken by the later court- -"d" means "distinguished," 
"a" means "affirmed," "r" means "reversed," etc. If there is an iipjer- 
case number beside the reporter abbreviation- -for exanple, 139 F.S. 615- - 
this indicates that just one of the points of law from your case was involved. 
(In the exaii5)le cited, it would be point 4, since the citation is to F.S.^ .) 
If there is no such number, this means that the case as a whole was cited. 

Using citators for statutory law 

Federal and state legislation, as well as case law, can be Shepardized. 
By using the appropriate citator for a given statute, you can find both 
subsequent legislation which may have affected it and court cases yihich have 
applied or interpreted it. The "Tables of Statutes Construed" in West's 
National Reporter System reporters, and the annotations and supplements for 
U.S. Code Annotated and West's Annotated California Codes , also serve as 
citators tor statutory law. 

Love Library has the following Shepard's citators for major law sets: 



KF Shepard's United States Citations ; Cases. 
105,2 

S5 Covers the official U.S. Supreme Court Regorts^ and the unofficial 

Cases Lawyer's Edition and Supreme CourtnRiporter . There are presently 

Ref four bound volumes, plus paperbound supplements and advance sheets. 

KF Shepard's United States Citations ; Statutes . 

105.2 

S5 Covers the U.S. Constitution , the U.S. Code , the U.S. Statutes 

Statutes at Large , U.S. treaties and other international agreements, and 
Ref court rules for the federal courts. Currently there is one bound 

volume, kept up to date by paperbound supplements and advance 

sheets. 

KF Shepard's Federal Citations ; a Conpilation of Citations to U.S. 

105.2 Lower Court Cases . 

S53 

Ref There are four bound volumes at present, which cover federal 

cases in this manner: 



Volume 1: Federal Cases 

Federal Reporter, volumes 1-300 
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Volume 2: Federal Reporter , 2d series, v. 1-200 
Volume 3: Federal Reporter . 2d series, v. 201-300 
Volume 4 : Federal Supplement 
Federal Rules Decisions 
Devereux ' s Reports 
Court of Claims Reports 

Like the U.S. Citations , Federal Citations is updated by paperbound 

supplements and advance sheets. 

KFC Shepard's California Citations . 

47.2 ~ 

S52 nie case edition consists of three volumes: 

Ref 

Volume 1: Supreme Court Reports 

Volume 2: Appellate and Miscellaneous Reports 

Volune 3: California Reporter ; California cases in 
Pacific Importer 

Volume 4: Statutes edition. It Shepardizes the state 
Constitution, Codes, Statutes, Ordinances, 
Cha- ">rs, and court rules. Updated by paper- 
bound supplements and advance sheets. 

REFERENCE WORKS 
1. Dictionaries 

Precise termi.n^^logy is of great ijiportance in the field of law; frequently 
the outcome of a case depends upon interpretation of a word or phrase. Yet 
legal materials --statutes, regulations, case reports--are often written in 
language which coirplete mystifies the uninitiated user. Legal terminology 
is a curious combination of English, Latin, French, and Spanish words , many 
of which have taken on special meaning within the context of the law. In 
order to know exactly what is meant by a legal document, the user must often 
refer to a law dictionary. Love Library has three legal dictionaries: 

KF Black, Henry Campbell. Black's Law Dictionary ; Definitions of 
13 the Terms and Phrases of American and English Jurisprudence , 

B43 Ancient and Modern ^ witK Guide to Pronunciation , 4th ed. 

1957 St, PaulTlVest Pub. Co. , 1957. 



Ref 



Definitions range in length from a paragraph to a page or two. 
If there are several nuances to a word or phrase they are all 
given, with citations to cases and other authorities when 
appropriate . 
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KF Ballentine, James A. Ba lien tine's Law Dictionary , with Pronim- 

156 ciations, 3d ed. , 63715/1/1 1 1 ijuiTST Hlcierson. San Francisco, 

B3 Bancroft-Whitney Co. , 1969. 

1969 

Ref Based on interpretations of terms by "courts of last resort." 

Definitions include case citations. 

K Bouvier, John. Bouvier's Law Dictionary ; new ed. , . ..rev. . . by 

13 Francis Rawle. Boston, Boston Book Co. , 1897. 

B68 

1897 Original edition published in 1839. Well-docunented; many 

Ref entries not as concise as those in Black or Ballentine. Since 

the authorities cited are not as up-to-date as those in Black 
and Ballentine, it is preferable to use one of them, if possible. 



Encyclopedias and other sumnaries of the law 

A legal encyclopedia is not the precise counterpart of the specialized 
subject encyclopedia in other fields. It does not contain articles covering 
all aspects of the subject; biographies and important trends of legal history 
and philosophy, for exanple, are not to be found in the legal encyclopedia. 
Instead, you will find a collection of treatises in the encyclopedia arranged 
in alphabetical order, covering major legal topics in a fairl/ conprehensive 
fashion. Hie topics covered and foxmat of eadi topic are analogous to 
those of a digest: in the encyclopedia entry you will find a scope-note, 
cross-references to other tq)ics, and an analytical outline for the text. 
However, while the digest merely presents cases pertinent to the points in 
the outline, the encyclopedia text presents a simnary of the law on the 
topic in question, anply supported by references to both statutes and cases. 
If you want to knew v^at the law is concerning, for exanple, a divorce, a 
landlord- tenant dispute, or a question of fraud, and you do not Isnm where 
to begin, the legal encyclopedia would be the place to start your research. 
Here, you will find your specific question treated in the context of the 
broader legal topic of which it is an aspect. 

Love Library has two legal encyclopedias, one for United States law in 
general and one for California law: 

KF American Jurisprudence . San Francisco, Bancroft- Whitney Co. 

154 Abbreviation: Am. Jur. 

AS 

Ref In fifty-eight volumes, plus a four-volume general index. 

Si5)erseded by the volumes of the second edition (see next entry) 
as they are published. Since the complete general index for the 
second edition has not yet appeared, the one for the first 
edition is still of value in approaching the later edition. 

KF American Jurisprudence , 2d ed.; a Modern , Comprehensive Text 

154 Statement of AmericanT aw, State andTederai . San Francisco, 

AS Bancroft -WRTtney Co. , T55"2- 

1962 Abbreviation: Am. Jur. 2d 

Ref 

This is one of the basic units in the publisher's "Total Client - 
Service Library*^." The text of each entry stnmarizes the legal 
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principles involved in a given question. Authorities cited 
include the Uniform State Laws and Uniform Comnerical Code, 
case law, and ALR annotations. A table of parallel references 
enables the user to find the same point of law in both Am. Jur» 
and Am. Jur. 2d. There is an index at the end of each volume, 
as well as an interim index covering volumes 1-68 (for use 
until the general index for the entire set is published). 
Volumes 33 and 34, covering federal taxation, are replaced 
annually; there are annual sipplementary pocket parts for the 
other volumes. The "Desk Book," a legal almanac, is a useful 

feature of Am. Jur. 2d. It includes a great deal of information, 

such as: 

1. Basic legal documents, such as the Constitution, Articles of 
Confederation, U.N. Charter, and Atlantic Charter. 

2. Organization charts and addresses of federal agencies. 

3. Data concerning the states, territories, and possessions 
of the U.S. 

4. Organization of the courts. 

5. Lists of American and British law reports, with their juris- 
diction and chronological coverage. 

6. Abbreviations for citing ijnportant legal publications. 
For California law, consult: 



KFC California Jurisprudence , 2d ed. ; a Coniplete and Modem Statement 
40 . 1 of the Liw and Practice of the ?tate of "Salifomia . Sim 

C34 PraHcTsco, Bincroft-WhitneyTo. 

Ref Abbreviation: Cal. Jur. 2d 



Consists of a general index, fifty-six volumes, and a table of 
cases cited; there i*? also an index at the back of each volume. 
The format is sijiiilar to that of the American Jurisprudence 
encyclopedias. Like the Am. Jur. works, the volumes are siqiple- 
mented by cumulative annual pocket parts. 

Cal. Jur. 2d is being replaced by: 



KFC California Jurisprudence , 3d ed. San Francisco, Bancroft -Whitney 
40.1 Co. 

C35 Abbreviation: Cal. Jur. 3d 

Ref 



This third edition, like AfTu_ Jur. 2d, eipphasiges integration into 
the publisher's "Total Client Service Library^'; it includes many 
cross-references to codes, Cal Practice , Cal Forms , ALR, 
Am. Jur. 2d , and other publications. Each article presents 
basic coverage of federal law concerning the topic in question. 
Each article includes: 
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1. Scope of the topic. 

2. Cross-references to other topics in the encyclopedia. 

3. References to other works providing further information on 
the topic. 

4. Relevant federal legislation. 

5. An analytical outline of the topic. 

6. The text itself, liberally footnoted by references to cases, 
statutes, and ALR annotations. 

Another tool useful for obtaining an overview of California law on 
one or several topics is: 

KFC Witkin, B. E. Summary of California Law; a Concise and Critical 

30 Manual of the Law of Calitomia . TtE eS. San Francisco, 

W58 Bender-Moss Co., 1960. 

Ref 

5 The chapters., representing major aspects of law, are: 

Stacks 

Contracts Taxation 
Agency and en5)loyTnent Partnership 
Sales Corporations 
Negotiable instruments Parent and child 

Security transactions Husband and wife 

Personal property Coranunity property 

Real property Equity 
Torts Trusts 
Workmen's compensation Wills and probate 

Constitutional law 

Each chapter is a treatise with an outline and index, cross-references 
to other chapters, and extensive citations of legal authorities. 
The tables in volume 4 include: 

1. Cases 

2. California Code Citations 

3. Citations to Constitutions 

4. iJnifoim Commercial Code Citations 

. . Supplemen t. San Francisco, Bancroft- 

30 Whitney Co., 1969. 

W58 

Supp Brings case law up to date to 1969. Adds new sections and sub- 

1969 topics, and reflects adoption of the Uniform Commercial Code 

by the 1963 California State Legislature. 
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Martindale-Hubbcll Law Directory ; 103d annual ed., 1971. 
Sumnit) N.J., Martindalc-I-lubDell, Inc. 

Consists of five volumes, plus papcrbound supplements. Volumes 
1-4 contain a directory of attorneys and law fiims, divided 
into three sections; 

1. Geographical Bar Roster - arranged by state and then by town. 
Gives names and other information for attorneys and judges; 
indicates whether or not they are American Bar Association 
members. 

2. Patent Lawyer's Roster 

3. Biogr a phicttl section - gives information about law firms and 
their membersi Lists name, address, and nature of practice 
for each law firm, and gives biographical information about 
its mejnbers. The entry for the fiim lists references and/or 
representative clients . 

Volume four gives this same information for outstanding fiiros 
in Canada and other foreign countries. Volume five contains 
digests of the laws of the U.S. and many foreign countries, 
including reference^ to statutes and cases \diich have inter- 
preted or applied them, arranged in the following manner: 

Part I - The fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 

Part II - U.S. Copyright, Patent, and Trademark laws. 

Part III - Canada and the Canadian provinces. 

Part IV - Many foreign countries. 

The remainder of volume five gives the follow5jig additional 
infoimation about American law: 

Part V - Enumerates districts and names judges for all 
federal courts. 

Part VI - Gives texts of many uniform and model acts. 

VII - Gives information about the American Bar Association, 
including officials, comiittees, and offices. 
Publishes the texts of the A.B.A. 's Code of 
Professional Responsibility and Canons of Judicial 
Ethics . 



SPECIAL AIDS 

Love Library has, in addition to the reference works described above, a 
number of works designed to provide further assistance to the user of law books. 



3. Directory 

KF 

190 

M3 

1971 

Ref 
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For current awareness service in law, the user should consult: 

KF Bureau of National Affairs. TTie United States Law Week , Washington, 

132,1 D.C., 1933- 

U53 Abbreviation! U.S.L.W. 

Ref 

This looseleaf service is divided into two sections: General Law 
and Supreme Court. The General Law section includes the following: 

1. Statute section (verbatim copy of in^Jortant laws passed by Congress) 

2. Summary and analysis of current legal developments. 

3. New court decisions, federal agency rulings, and special articles 
of interest to the legal profession. Articles are classified by 
major law topics. 

4. General topical index. 

The Supreme Court section gives: 

1. U.S. Supreme Court proceedings. 

a. Cases docketed- -gives docket number, name and subject of the 
case, the lower court involved, and the citation to its opinion. 

b. A subject-matter summar>' of cases recently filed. 

c. A calendar of hearings scheduled. 

d. Articles reviewing the work of the court. 

e. A journal of proceedings. 

2. The opinions of the Supreme Court in full text, si?)plemented, by 
digest -headnotes . 

3. Supreme Court Index, inducing a table of cases and docket number 
table . 

The following sets provide practice assistance for lawyers, and are intended 
to complement Jur. 2d, the legal encyclopedia, and ALR, the annotated case 
reports : 

XF 
8913 

AS3 

Litigatioi i. San Francisco, Bancrof t -Whi tneyrCb . 
Abbreviat'ion: Am. Jur. Trials 

Consists of twenty volumes and an index; there is also an index at 
the end of each volume. Updated by annual cumulative pocket parts. 
A practical manual, replete with examples of evidence, sample inter- 
views, and suggestions for effective management of a law office. 
Makes frequent references to other parts of the 'Total Client Service 
Library^' as well to works for further study. 
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KF 

8835 

AS 



KF 

8868.1 
A53 



Volumes 1-6: Practice, Strategy, Controls - These volumes include 
recommendations concerning interviews, witnesses, 
evidence, settlement, jury selection, and other matters. 

Volumes 7-20: Model Trials - Specific advice for practice in trials 
of all types- -homicide, juvenile court proceedings, 
swiimdng pool accidents, etc. 

American Jurisprudence Proof of Acts Annotated i a Carefully Edited 
Coiiipilation of Trill Guide Material in Text and in (Question and 
Answer Form l^signed to Assist Lawyers Preparing'Tor Trial and 
in FJcamining Witnesses . San Francisco, Bancroft -WKTtney Co. 
ABbrevtatton: Am. Jur. Proof of Facts 

Helps lawyers with such matters as interviewing clients and examining 
witnesses. In thirty volumes, with an index at the back of each 
volume; there is also a general index volume for the entire set. 
Arranged by topics such as ankle injuries, ladder accidents, etc. 
Gives checklists of "Elements of Proof" and "Elements of Damages." 
Suggests questions to ask of witnesses in order to elicit necessary 
information. Notes lead the user to Jur. and to relevant case 
citations . 

American Jurisprudence Pleading and Practice Forms Annotated , State 
and Federal ; a Coinprehensive , Carefully Conpiled and EdiTed 



Instructions , Keyed to the Substantive Law in American Juris- 
prudence 2d and Designe3~to Provide Depen3ia5Te FoimsTor all "IVpes 
of Pleading and FroceduraT"Steps in juoiciai and Administrative 
Proceedings . San Francisco, J5ancro£t^"*^itney~Co. 
Abbreviation: Am^ Jur. Pleading and Practice Foiros 

In twenty-three volumes, arranged alphabetically by topic. Each 
entry consists of the following: 

1. Analysis and summary of the topic. 

2. References to other research aids. 

3. Governing principles of law. 

4. References to relevant state statutes. 

5. Checklist of points to include in the foiro. 

6. Sample forms, with notes. 

There is an index to each volume, as well as a two-volume general 
index. Cianulative pocket parts updsite the work. 

works perform a similar function, but are specific to California legal 



Cal Practice ; Precisely Structured for California's Active Practitioner . . . 
Civil Cases , statutes , and Court Rules Fully Integrated with 
Inrplementing Forms , Methods , Reconmendat ions , Checklists , and 
CheckpointF T and Detailed Specitic-Lase yians . 
Abbreviation !^ ^3Ll Practice 
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Consists of 455 chapters, arranged by broad topics. Presents the 
practical aspects of representing a client. Matters to be handled 
in a given case are presented in chronological order, with checKlists 
of questions to ask, points to consider, etc. Cites cases, court 
rules, and other references. There is an index at the end of each 
volume, and a general index for the entire set. Volume 20 has 
a procedural timetable for handling cases at the front, and includes 
a table of constitutional and statutory provisions and regulations 
cited, 

KFC Cal Forms ; Practice -Oriented Forms for California Legal and Business 

68 Transactions . . . Exhaustively Annotated . . . Ke^ed' to the Substantive 

C3 Law. . . Integrating Legal and Form- Draf ting yrinciples with CaseiT 

Statutes , Regulations , Tax Notes , Tables / Checklists , and Check- 

points . San hrancisco, Bancroft -Whitney Co. 

Abbreviation: Cal Forms 



Each chapter defines its scope and gives cross-references to related 
topics and other practice aids. The text includes both general 
considerations and practice reminders. The work provides copious 
notes and, in many cases, charts to clarify the law in a given area. 



LEGAL PERIODICALS 

There "are two major types of legal periodicals. First, there are professional 
journals, such as bar association journals and publications for various legal 
specialties; an example of these is the American Bar Association Journal . Hien, 
there are law school reviews, consisting of articles by law professors, judges, 
and lawyers, notes and comments by the student editors, conments on recent cases, 
and book reviews; an example of these is Stanford Law Review . For a biblio- 
graphy of legal periodicals published in Calitomia, consult D. Henke, California 
Legal Research Handbook , Lex-Cal-Tex Press, Walnut Creek, Calif,, 1971, pp. 
729-732: CKF240 H4 Ref ) . 



Z Inde x to Legal Periodicals ; published by the H, W. Wilson Co. , in 
6944 cooperation with the American Association of Law Libraries. 

L315 1908- (Library has 1964- ) 

Ref 

(Index Published monthly, except for September, the Index enters articles 



table 6) by both author and subject. It includes periodicals published 

throughout the English-speaking world, as well as yearbooks, annual 
institutes, and annual reviews. There are case notes at the end of 
the entries for each subject under the sub-heading "case^'*f each 
issue includes a table of cases caranented upon. A book review index 
in each issue indicates locations for reviews of new legal publications. 

Articles pertinent to the field of law, but not indexed in the above 
publication, may be found by consulting: 

Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law ; Selected from Journals 
notHTncluded in the Index to LegalTeriodicals . Ifobbs Ferry, 
NTY. , GlanvilTe PuFlications , inc . , 1958- 

(Library has 1972 to date, plus the ten-year cumulation described 
below.) 



47 



6944 
L34 
15 
Ref 
(Index 

table 6) 
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Published quarterly; tlie October issue represents a cumulative index 
for tJie year. This index covers many social issues of concern in legal 
work, such as abortion, capital punishment, and workmen's condensation. 
Arrangement is by subject; there is an author index and list of 
journals included. 



Z Ten- year Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law, ed. Roy M. 
6944 Mersky and 37 M/ron Jacobstein. Dobbs Ferry ,"FrV . , Glanville 

L34 Publications, 1970. 

15 



1958-68 
Ref 
(Index 
table 6) 

Annual reviews are, in law as well as in other fields, an excellent means 
by which to acquaint yourself with the major developments of a given year. TTie 
follcwing annual review summarizes each year's work in major areas of law, such 
as torts, environment, criminal law, etc.: 



KF Annual Survey of American Law. Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., Oceana Publications, 

178 Inc. 

ASS 

(year) Published each year since 1942 under the auspices of the New York 



Last vol. University School of Law. 
Ref 



FOR FURTHER STUDY 

The following three works would be of value to the user who wishes to know 
more about either law or legal bibliography. The first is a sinplified presenta- 
tion of personal and business law to the layman; the second and third are guides 
to the use of law books. 

KF Kling, Samuel G. The Complete Guide to Everyday Law, 2d ed. Chicago, 

387 Follett, 1970. 

K55 

1970 "Intended for home and office use. . .Arranged by question-and-ans\\fer 

Ref method within topical sections; indexed. Includes a section of sanple 

legal foims and a glossary of legal terms." 

Includes chapters on virtually all aspects of personal law. Covers 
principles of court action and need for an attorney, as well as 
details of the relationship with him. Summarizes the major legal 
principles cf topics included, noting any exceptions in specific 
states . 

KF Price, Miles 0., and Harry Bitner. Effective Legal Research , 3d ed. 

240 Boston, Little, Brown, and Co., 1969. 

P7 

1969 A very valuable text for orienting the user to legal bibliography. 

Ref Presents all major types of research tools and explains their use. 

y^pendices include correct forms for legal citations and common legal 

^breviations. 
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240 

H4 

Re£ 



Ilenke, Dan. CaUfomia Legal Itesearch Handbook: State , Federal , 
Walnut Creek, CaTiT7, I^x-CiFlijTPross, 1971. 

Emphasizes the "how- to- do- it" aspect of legal research. Covers all 
areas of law- -constitutional, statutory, administrative, case, etc- 
and the tools needed to deal with them. Includes a lengthy section 
on special topics within the law, such as accounting, Labor, and 
environment, which presents the specialized treatises, handbooks, 
and reporters dealing with each topic. 
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ALR Fed. 

Am. Ann. '^.as. 

Am. Dec. 

Am. Jur. 

Am. Jur. 2d 

Am. Jur. Pleading and 
Practice Foitiis 

Am. Jur. Proof of 
Facts 

Am. Jur. Trials 

Am. R. 

.Am. St. R. 

Am. and Eng. 
Ann. Cas. 

Ann. Cas. 

C.F.R. 

Cal. 

Cal. Adm. Code 
Cal. App. 
Cal. Dig. 
Cal. Jur. 2d 
Cal. Jur. 3d 
Cal. Rptr. 
Cal. Unrep. 
Cent. Dig. 
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TABLii OF ABBRHVIATIONS 

American Law Reports Annotated 
American Law Reports Federal 
American Annotated Cases 
American Decisions 
American Jurisprudence 
American Jurisprudence, 2d edition 

American Jurisprudence Pleading and Practice Foxms Annotated 

American Jurisprudence Proof of Facts Annotated 
American Jurisprudence Trials 
American Reports 
American State Reports 

American and English Annotated Cases 
Annotated Cases, American and English 
Code of Federal Regulations 
California Reports 
California Administrative Code 
California Appellate Reports 
West's California Digest 
California Jurisprudence, 2d edition 

California Jurisprudence, 3d edition • 
West's California Reporter 
California Unreported Cases 
American Digest, Century Edition 
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Dec. Dig. Decennial Edition of the American Digest 

I'. Federal Reporter 

F.R. Federal Register 

F. Supp. Federal Supplement 

Gen. Dig. West's General Digest 

L. Ed. U.S. Supreme Court Reports, Lawyer's Edition 

N.W. North Western Reporter 

Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. Opinions o£ the California Attorney General 

P. Pacific Reporter 

S. Ct. Supreme Court Reporter 

S. Ct. Dig. U.S. Supreme Court Digest 

S.E. South Eastern Reporter 

So. Southern Reporter 

Stat. Statutes at Large 

U.S. United States Reports 

U.S.C. United States Code 

U.S.C.A. United States Code Annotated 

U.S. Ct. CI. United States Court of Claims Reports 

U.S.L.W. United States La*/ Week 
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BEST COW mmu 

INDEX 

Page 



American and English Annotated Cases- ------ 25 

American Decisions — - - 25 

American Digest 29-33 

Century Edition - --- 30 

1906 I'tecennial Edition 30 

Second Decennial Edition 30 

'ITiird Decennial Edition — 30 

Fourth Decennial Edition - 31 

Fifth Deceimial Edition 31 

Sixth Decennial Edition - - - 31 

Seventh Decennial Edition 31 

American Jurisprudence- - - 21,36 

American Jurisprudence, Second Edition 15,21,36,40 

American Jurisprudence Pleading and Practice Forms 41 

American Jurisprudence Proof of Facts 41 

American Jurisprudence Trials - - 40-41 

American Law Reports Annotated - - 21,33,37,38 

American Law Reports Annotated, Second Series 21 

American Law Reports Annotated, Third Series-- 22 

American Law Reports: Blue Book of Supplemental Decisions, v, 1-175 23 

American Law Reports: Complete Word Index to Annotations-- 22 

American Law Reports Federal: Cases and Annotations 24 

American Law Reports, First Series, Quick Index - 23 

American Law Reports Permanent Digest, Covering v, 1-175- 22 

American Law Reports Second and Third Series Quick Index 23 

American Law Reports, Second Series: Later Case Service 23 

American Law Reports, Second Series v. 1-100 Digest: Cases and 

Annotations 22 

American Law Reports, Second Series: Word Index to Annotations 22 

American Reports - 24 

American State Reports- - - 25 

Annotated Cases, American and English (American Annotated Cases) 25 

Annual Survey of American Law- - - 43 

Ballentine's Law Dictionary - 36 

Black's Law Dictionary -- - - 35 

Bouvier's Law Dictionary - 36 

Bureau of National Affairs, U.S. Law Week 26,40 

Cal Foi-ms 37,42 

Cal Practice 37,41 

California Administrative Code 8,11 

California Appellate Reports - 16 

California Blue and White Book - - 26 

California Hearing and Rehearing Table--- — 33 

California Jurisprudence, Second Edition 21,37 

California Jurisprudence, Third Edition-- 37 

California Reports - 16 

California Unreported Cases - ^ 16 

Code of Federal Regulations--- - 10 

Columbia University Legislative Drafting Research Fund. Constitutions 

of the United States, National and State 4 



ERIC 



49 



. Index Digest of State Constitutions 4 

Constitution of the State of California :md of the United States and 

Other Documents 3 

Constitution of the United States of America; Analysis and 

TntCi"pretation -- 3 

Federal Quick Index to the Total Client Service Library 24 

l-ederal Register- - - 5,10-11 

Federal Reporter 18,26,35 

Federal Supplement - 18,26,35 

Henke, Dan. California \L,egal Research Handbook: State, Federal 44 

Index to Legal Periodicals 42 

Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law 42-43 

Kling, Samuel G, The Coniplete Guide to Everyday Law 43 

Larmac Index to the Constitution and Laws of California 9 

Martindale-Ilubhell Law Dictionary 39 

National Reporter System - 17-20 

North Western Reporter 19,20 

Opinions of the California Attorney General 11 

Pacific Reporter 19-20,26,33,35 

Peaslee, Anos J. Constitutions of Nations 4 

Price, Miles 0., and Harry Bitner. Effective Legal Research 43 

San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances - 12 

San Diego Municipal Code - 12 

Shepard's Acts and Cases by Popular Names -- 25 

Shepard's California Citations-- 35 

Shepard's Federal Circuit Table - -- 26 

Shepard's Federal Citations 34-35 

Shepard's United States Citations-— - 34 

South Eastern Reporter 19,20 

Southern Reporter --- 19,20 

Statutes at Large 5,10,25,34 

Statutes of California and Digests of Measures - -- 6 

Statutory Record - - -- 7 

Summary Digest of Statutes Enacted and Measures Adopted-- 6-7 

Supreme Court Reporter 17-18,34 

Thorpe, Francis, N. The Federal and State Constitutions, Colonial 

Charters, and Other Organic Laws of the States, Territories, and 

Colonies Now or Heretofore Foming the United States of America 4 

United States Code 5,6, 10, 25, 31, Z 

United States Code Annotated 5,34 

United States Code Congressional and Administrative News 5-6 

United States Court of Claims Reports - - 15 

United States Government Manual 10 

United States Reports--- - 15,34 

United States Supreme Court Digest 32 

United States Supreme Court Reports, Lawyers' Edition 18,34 

West's Annotated California Codes 8,35 

^ West's Annotated California Codes: Constitution of the State of 

California -- 3 

West's California Code Forms - - 8-9 

* West's California Digest 32 

West's California Legislative Service ---- 7 

West's California Reporter 19,20,26,32, 

33,35 

West's General Digest, Fourth Series - -- 31-32 

Witkin, B. E. Sunma,.7 of California Law - 38 
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